
"Liberation does not come as agift from anybody; it
is seized by the masses with their own hands. And by
s e i z i n g i t , t h e y t h e m s e l v e s a r e t r a n s f o r m e d ;
confidence in their o\im strength soars, and they turn
t h e i r e n e r g y a n d t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e t o t h e t a s k o f
bui ld ing, governing, and deciding their own l ives for
themselves."(14)
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F o r e v ; o r d in destroying physical "prestige"-since they are truly
o n e a n d t h e s a m e .

W'nat's the point in being apolitically conscious
you refuse your obl igat ion to teach

and/or lead, allowing the legacy of those who came
b e f o r e u s t o d i e ? !

A i n e r i l c a i s

I t i s, ^ c o o K K J n k n o w l e d g e t h a t d u r i n g c h a t t e l
slavery, enslaved Afrikans were forbidden to learn how
to read or write, because their slave-holders were
extr^ly fearful-and rightfully so-that these skills^uld facilitate rebellion, which would have disrupted
the continuous flow of endless profits into theirc o f f e r s .

p r i s o n e r , i f

approaching it's liraits-economically,
politically, and militarily. Attention must be brought
to this systan of social control, knoim as the Prison
Industrial Complex,
freed so they can
c o n r . i u n i t i e s .

Now, in contemporary times, on and within Afrikaa neo¬
p l a n t a t i o n s t h a t,	 .	 ,	 the b iggest pr ison indust r ia l
c^lex in the world-2.5 million-fear of rebellion

the same economic reasons. And in
ight of the fact that the above-method to repress and

ultimately thwart insurrections is no longer viable-
since Afrikans have acquired the basic and fundamental

reading and writing, and have achieved
the highest accolades that academia has to offer-the

replace this antiquatedmethod with anew system of censorship, in order to
control Oiat kind of material that comes into prisons,
and thus, the minds of the captive populace.

a r e

Polit ical: prisoners have to be
take their rightful places in our

for us... v;e are the nev; vanguard. The
responsibility is on us to push this thing through.
Those who came before us have sacrificed their freedom
and their lives. Don't call yourself arevolutionary
if you aren't ready and willing to do the

A s

s a m e .

This issue-prison censorship-isn't exclusive to
p a r t i cu l a r co u n t y o r

a n y
s tate. ' Wi th the repressive

tactics of D-O.C.s across the nation being elevated to
unprecedented levels, and conditions on the inside
becoming more unbeaî able, the collective temperature
of the captive po^xilace is steadily rising to:a quiet
boil, and political consciousness -is sprea
throughout prisons across Ainerika. It Is becoming-
appealing to the masses, and because of that
"omnipotent" administration'
put on full display.

^ke their ancestors, the neo-slave-owners know alJtw well that revolutionary knowledge/information in
inLir.	 ideas, philosopliies, perspectives.Ideologies, has the potential to have atransfonrative
^fect upon tne consciousness of their captives,
^refore, to prevent these prisoners of war from

motivated, inspired, and/or influenced
confront the syst̂  which oppresses and exploits themto the max, all said material is banned fcom
penetrating the walls and barbedwired fences
prisons, while simultaneously letting in a
ipelevant and mindless material. So as you
the me thods have changed,
remains the same-
the minds of the

m o r e

t h e
t o

sinsecurities are being

o t t h e
s e a o f

c a n s e e ,
bu t the end-goa l s t i l l

preventing rebellion by controlling-
m a s s e s .

îs paper is intended to spark not only dialogue, but
ho?	 i f you d i sag ree . W i th Geo rge ' sIp ridding ourselves of the complexes that deter ourbluepril?t on organiLtLS?

Lu f'̂ ^ework is created. Astructure is put inenough room for the modificLions
applicable to contemporary forms of struggle. As rauch

^h^ -^osponsibility of our past leadersshare their experiences and knowledge with us it isre.̂ nslbUity to seek their Spot aSd i-iiSthe foundation that they laid for

t o

' o n
u s .

Ibis r^nt is not to be intellectualized.s e i z e d ! I t i s t o b e



has been drift ing. Abatt le against aforce-physical
o r m e n t a l . A b a t t l e o f a t t r i t i o n . I f
successfu l ,
will our previously defeated psychological complexes
that prevented us from challenging them in the first
p l a c e .

S u p p o s i n g t h a t o u r t h r e a t t o
r e v o l u t i o n a r y , a n d t h a t
consciousness wages aforceful attack on ‘prestige",
and we ant ic ipate react ion, and accept ter ror 's
repression. Are we prepared to meet it with acounter¬
t e r r o r o f o u r o w n ?

Within this essay, the brother wil l elaborate, and
g i v e t h e r e a d e r ( s ) a c l e a r a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e
perspect ive in to the inner-work ings of the system of
censorship, and my hope is that many wi l l began to
q u e s t i o n t h e q u a l i t y o f i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t t h e y a l l o w t o
e n t e r t h e i r m i n d s , a n d f o r t h o s e w h o a r e b o l d a n d
t r u t h f u l e n o u g h t o c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e i r c u r r e n t
i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y l a c k s s u b s t a n c e , a n d w i l l n o t
a s s i s t t h e m i n t h r o w i n g o f f t h e y o k e o f t h e i r
o p p r e s s i o n , w i l l b e g i n t o e n g a g e i n c o n s c i o u s -
e l e v a t i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a t e r i a l - w h i c h i f a p p l i e d
cor rec t l y, w i l l compe l than to man the f ron t l i ne o f
this protracted struggle to defeat this dehumanizing
and sp i r i t -break ing, neo-p lantat ion system: Araer ika 's
Prison Industr ial Complex!

power " i s
"prestige" will be restored, and so too

I t

1 7
p o w e r i s t r u l y

revo lu t i ona ryo u r

So far, our accomplishments have-up until this point-
been revolutionary, but they have only been
psychological level, and are only the precursor to
what we ve been preparing for-physicai revolution.
After all, only physical actions can bring about a
phys i ca l des t ruc t i on t o aphys i ca l l y des t ruc t i ve
i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t i s p h y s i c a l l y - a n d
destroying us!

s o o n a

3
Kamau Mwanza Asa fo

m e n t a l l y - K n o w l e d g e I s P o w e r . . .

T h a t s h o r t

devaluing it's meaning. Terrorism isn't the only v;ay
to .control an entire population. At one point in time,
it may have been needed, but, once firmly established,
the te r ror is ts surv ive o f f o f the i r reputa t ion fo r
brutality. The repression and terrorism of Amerikan
fascism has been successful up to this point. Hie
violent assault on our leadership has set us back
tremendously, leaving those of the next generation
confused as to what role- i f any-they play in the
contemporary s t rugg le . Unfor tunate ly, many o f those
\dio seek clarification, do so from behind the walls of
Amerikan neo-plantations, after having also fallen
victim to the same governmental repression, terrorism,
a n d t r i c k s .

Today is the dawning of anew day, and anew attitude
has began to envelope the imprisoned masses. Anew
belief-same as the old belief-that the system must be

less than uprooted and destroyed: revolution. If
not, we will be destroyed and consumed by capitalism's
non-stop quest for accumulation. But the first step
into revolut ionary consciousness is to attack the
psychological complexes which have been keeping
from revolution in the first place. In other words:

but potent s ta tement is o f ten overused,
C o n c l u s i o n

T h e b o t t o m l i n e i s s i m p l e . T h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l
restrict ions on revolutionary poli t ical material are
in place for areason; to keep us from learning how to
go about securing our freedom and destroying the
system responsible for our lack of success in Amerika.
What Maroon pointed out is very true. The glue that
will hold us together is in our belief that
revolutionary change is necessary in order to survive
and that because the multitudes of oppressed people
cross color boundaries, those seeking revolution must

^	 o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e - r e g a r d l e s sor ra_iai, ethnic, or religious differences.

ihe institutional restrictions should give us an
incc:ntive to communicate, and share ideas, methods
end strategies. But before we can do any of that, we
have to force ourselves free of the mental restrain^;
And we can only do this by attacking those restraints
with coiniion sense, because the same format we applied
in destroying psychological "prestige", can be applî

n o

u s



defeating our fears. When this stage is complete, we
can vrark on enhancing our political awareness, andmethods of revolution.	 , ,

room. This would render our previous gains moot.
Civil-rights advocates of past generations did this,
and now admit that this can be blamed for their lack
of success during that period. Especially when it
i n v o l v e d i s s u e s t h a t
America's gulags.

Taking our fight totally to the courts would change
the entire nature of our struggle, and limit
chances of success. We can't agree to fight our
epemies on their terms, instead of our own. ''Instead
of amoral crusade", as Michelle Alexander puts it,
nlin the risk of turning the movement into "an almost
purely legal crusade."(11)

j

Siome of the elements of previous revolutionary
fqovaiients also fell into this and other traps set by
tjhe enemy, allowing themselves to be tricked by \diat
fjlaroon refers to as "the separation from the most
^dvanced elements; indoctrination in reliance^ssive approaches; co-option;and raw fear."(12)

‘ i
Prison plantations are asuf>erabundant
revolutionary potential. And with all that's takin:-
place^ across Amerika and around the world, prison
administrators-still living off of their violent
reputation-realize that political consciousness is
rising amongst the captive population, which is why
the administration is doing all it can to quell a
potential awakening". They know that this "awakening’
can and will, only lead to one thing: revolution.
In order to actualize the above, it is imperative for
the captive populace to stop engaging in meaningless
and irrelevant intellectual activities, and begin to
iinnerse themselves in material of substance, which if
applied correctly, has the capacity to transform their
criminal mentality into arevolutionary mentality.

a f f e c t e d t h o s e i n s i d e o fs o u r c e o t

1 7

o u r

w e

The phenomenon which is, for obvious reasons, being
do'.s^-played throughout the prison industrial complex
in Amerika, is censorship. The "top dawgs" have
decided to monitor all incoming publications, and
forbid all revolutionary material. Anything that
t e a c h e s d i s c i p l i n e , u n i t y, e d u c a t i o n , s e l f -
determination, family, community, and ves, forced
Dhysical liberation. Anything that teaches'the methods
of resistance. We see it happening all across the
country. Everyday, another book is placed on the
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s r e s t r i c t e d l i s t .

o n

9 f a l l t h e s e t r i c k s . pr ison adminis t rators- l ike ly
^xperts^ in psychology-have found the most success in
psing "raw fear" to dominate the consciousness of
Otherwise rebellious captives-threats, beatings, cell
extractions,_ pepper spray, the "hole", and even
ipurder-therefore controlling the actions of these
Rebellious captives as well. All of these activities
^re taking place on the neo-plantations for aspecific
purpose: to create an imaginary thing; apsychological
thing: "PRESTIGE" of power.Censorship is one of the first steps in attempting to

control our growth and potential. When the enemy
attempts to interdict the flow of revolutionary
material, they are really attempting to destroy any
revolutionary desire that may exist amongst the
o p p r e s s e d .

Through time, these restrictions create an educational
void. This void is filled through the prison library's
never-ending stock of useless information-the street
novels, car mags, get rich quick books, smut novels.
This narmless",	 "non-threatening"	 m a t e r i a l i s
steadily forced upon us, and is adirect path to
miseducation: an attack upon the foundation of any
potential revolution. Briefly, our oppressor/enemy has

Right back to where we started!!!

vie ve Learned from comrade George tliat, like anything
else, "power" has agrov«rth process.(13) It starts at
infancy, goes through maturity, and finally meets
decline. The tactics mentioned above,
it's mature stage of life:	 brute force. 'They
a p p l i e d t o i n s t i l l t h e r a w f e a r t h a t M a r o o n i s
speaking of. And it's result is "prestige"-which is
actually "po'wer" living off of it 's laurels. Or more
to the point , "power" in decl ine!

1 1 power" ina r e

a r e

tacked, "power" reverts back
to^ It smature stage-all out violence. This is what
we ve been prejjaring for the whole time that "power"



t '70 primary objectives:

1) To quell any potential revolution by
eliminating revolutionary influences;

2) To "re-educate" (miseducate)-redirect
revo lu t i ona ry po ten t i a l

h e n c e , s o l i d i f y i n g t h e m i d e o l o g i c a l l y a r o u n d t h e
necessity for revolutionary change (like our earlier
Maroons were solidified around the need to escape),
and the ab i l i t y o f these mu l t i t udes to commun ica te
w i t h e a c h o t h e r a n d s h a r e i d e a s a n d m e t h o d s a b o u t t h e
best ways to proceed towards that goal."(10)

Clearly this can be applied to the environment and
circuiostances that we find ourselves present ly v ict im
of. Tnough the examples above are al l in relat ion to
the physical aspects of revolution, they can also be
a p p l i e d t o t h e p r e - t e x t u a l a s p e c t s o f ^ ^ y s i c a l
r e v o l u t i o n - e d u c a t i n g t h e p o p u l a c e , a n d b u i l d i n g a
collective revolutionary conscious through beating the
" r e s t r i c t e d l i s t " , a n d r a i s i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t i m u l i
t o i t ' s h ighes t po ten t i a l .

In essence, leadership can take on all sorts pf styles
and methods. As long as the common goal is the same-
revo lu t ionary change. But a t the same tLme, under
certain circumstances, democratic decision-making can
take place. And those decisions should be carried out
in	 a centralized	 m a n n e r . A l l b y o t h e r w i s e
decen t ra l i zed g roups . H is to ry has p roven t ime and
again that this method is the most effective.

I f t h o s e t r u l y d e d i c a t e d t o r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e
accept their role as the new vanguard of the movement,
t h e r e s u l t s w i l l b e o b v i o u s . \ J h i l e n o t e v e r y b o d y w i l l
fol low suit-some may have to be forced-the collective
a t t i t u d e o f t h e m a s s e s w i l l h a v e b e g u n t o s h o w a
profound change in thinking and approach. Every step
w e t a k e f r o m t h i s p o i n t s h o u l d b e t a k e n w i t h t h e
understanding that the system is powerless against us
i f w e s t a n d u n i t e d i n o u r g o a l o f d e s t r o y i n g i t
through revolution. The "prestige" of power-of the
"omnipotent" administration-has already been destroyed
b y t h i s p o i n t . T h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e s o f t h e
oppressor no longer holds us in awe of it's pov;er.
T h i s m e n t a l g r i p w i l l h a v e b e e n b r o k e n w i t h t h e
des t ruc t ion o f "p res t ige" .

A l t h o u g h w e h a v e - b y t h i s p o i n t - c i r c u m v e n t e d t h e
i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l
m a t e r i a l , w e s t i l l m u s t t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e
ins t i tu t iona l g r ievance sys tem, and the-outs ide- lega l
system, in order to chal lenge these restr ic t ions. But
not in an a t tempt to t ransfer our fight to the cour t

/ i
These objectives have many components. We'll focus o.i
those related to prison censorship. Analyzing lessons
from two of our most experienced and beloved corarades-
George Jackson, and Russel l Maroon Shoats-we can
better understand our enemy-and ourselves-and plot a
course of action thusly. Let's take alook at George
Jackson's statement on the "prestige" of power:

"E^estige bars any serious attack on power. Do people
attack athing they consider with awe? With asense of
legitimacy?...We can stop the debate; prestige must be
destroyed. People must see the 'venerable' inst i tut ion
and the 'omnipotent' administration actually under
phys i ca l a t t ack . . . " ( 1 )

It is my contention that we can apply this attack ori
p res t ige , no t jus t phys ica l l y, bu t menta l l y, fi rs t and
foremost. To understand what I'm getting at, allow a
shor t ana lys is .

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f o u r c a p t i v i t y, w e h a v e b e e n
s u b j e c t e d t o t h e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n o f c e r t a i n
philosophies, created with the specific intent to make
us needy. Many of them have their roots in the Afrikan
slave trade. There is no question that one of the
methods used to keep Afrikan slaves pbedient, was to
m a k e h e r / h i m f e a r t he opp resso r. These s l aves
"learned" how to fear the hand of: their "masters",
they would fear the hand of god (^ there is no
d ispute concern ing re l ig ion 's ro le out co l lec t ive
p a s s i v i t y a n d f e a r o f r e b e l l i o n ) . A s a r e s u l t , a n
inferiority complex developed among most slaves, and
w a s n u r t u r e d t o m a t u r i t y ; t h e a i m b e i n g t o t r i c k t h e s e
s l a v e s i n t o t a k i n g o n t h e r o l e a s > " c h i l d " , w n i l e
look ing upon the "master" as "parent" . The psycho¬
social relationship between the "parent" and "child"
is, and has always been very clear. Tnerefore, those
t r i cked i n to t ak ing on t he ro l e as " ch i l d " , w i l l

a s



UTxlerstandably regard the people sAie accepts,
"parent", with nothing short of awe, fear
prestige! Just look at the way you regarded your
parents when you were young!

S i n c e p r i s o n s a r e a f o r m o f s o c i a l - c o n t r o l - a k i n t o
slavery- i t only makes sense for the administrators of
this inhumane system to implement psycho-social
p rog rams s im i l a r t o t hose wh i ch we re so e f f ec t i ve
under comparable psychological circumstances only a
few generations ago.

Keeping along those lines, many of us suffer greatly
from this complex throughout the prison system here in
■A m e r i k a . O u r c o l l e c t i v e c o n s c i o u s n e s s i s l i k e t h a t o f
a c h i l d w h e n i t
relationship with our captors. Consequently,
our oppressors-the prison administration, officers,
etc.-as parent. We have "learned" to be helpless,
needy. Through our complex, we associate this mental
and physical "prestige" with the oppressor. It is this
"prestige"-of the mental variety-that must be attacked
first, and ex{X)sed as wiiat it truly is: vulnerable.

To do this, \v’e must first awaken the oppressed masses
to the truth that our enemy is in no way superior to
us, physically or mentally-but mentally first. After
all, before you can do, you must first know. When we
begin to challenge the "wisdom" of the oppressor's
decision-making with personally developed and refined
strategies, of our own, through challenging each
other's ideas, thoughts, and conclusions, and a
thorough analysis of similar historical events,, the
enemy's shield of "prestige"-previously considered
impenetrable-will be exposed as weak. We will then hie
free to question the circumstances of our predicament,
and challenge the framework of our learned-complexes.
Since throughout this paper, we will be paying alot
of attention to, and psychoanalyzing our own actions,
reactions, and complexes, which resulted from our
confinement , and the admin is t ra t ion 's rest r ic t ions on
revolutionary educational material, Ithink we should
first attempt to psychoanalyze some of the actions,
reactions, and complexes of the administration.

Ihe two objectives mentioned earlier (others exist of
course,^ but we're speaking from a"boots on the
ground" perspective; the most basic element: dealing

the i r co l l ec t i ve focus on de fea t ing the i r ens lave rs '
a t t e m p t s t o c o n t r o l t h e m . T H A T c e n t r a l i z e d t h e i r
e f f o r t s . . . " ( 7 )

a s a

a n d* ● ●

(>
N o t a l l t h e s l a v e s w e r e o n b o a r d w i t h t h i s \ Ib u t a s a

genera l ru le, ind iv iduals and smal l groups of s laves
would flee the plantations to join the Maroons, and on
occasions, large conspiracies were organized that saw
the enslaved workers preparing the ground'.-/ork for
M a r o o n g u e r i l l a s t o r a i d p l a n t a t i o n s a n d l i b e r a t e
scores a t a t ime. " (8 )

Of course we aren ' t on th is leve l yet , but th is
example is proof that differences among the leadership
is not necessarily abad thing. As Maroon explains:
"This example exhibits decisions arrived at by tn.il.y
d e m o c r a t i c m e a n s , a n d t h e n c a r r i e d o u t i n a
cen t ra l i zed manner, a l l by o the r t i ^ i se decen t ra l i zed
groups." (9)

Fol lowing
ana Lysis-Maroon
d e c e n t r a l i z e d m o v e m e n t i n S u r i n a m e - a l m o s t f o u r h u n d r e d
years ago-to \/hat the Bolsheviks attempted under Lenin
d u r i n g t h e R u s s i a n r e v o l u t i o n o f 1 9 1 7 . T h i s i s a
p e r f e c t e x a m p l e o f a n a l y z i n g a p o p u l a r s t r u g g l e
h i s t o r i c a l l y t o d i s c o v e r n e w i d e a s . F r o m t h e i n s i d e o f
o n e o f A m e r i k a ' s w o r s t c o n t r o l - u n i t s , M a r o o n i s
leading by example, and giving us the tools needed to
progress in our revo lu t ionary e f fo r ts .

I hough t he Bo l shev i ks succeeded i n des t roy ing t he
system, their newly-installed government soon turned a
b r u t a l d i c t a t o r s h i p u n d e r S t a l i n . W i t h o u t g e t t i n g
a h e a d o f o u r s e l v e s , t h e s e a r e s t i l l t r a g i c m i s t a k e s
that must be discussed and analyzed in order to avoid
following the same path.

The l as t a rgumen t i n Maroon ' s thes i s , f avo r ing
d e c e n t r a l i z e d l e a d e r s h i p , i s m a y b e t h e m o s t
compel l ing:

I t ' s c l e a r t h a t t o d a y ' s c e n t e r o f g r a v i t y, t h e
a s p e c t s o n w h i c h a l l e l s e i s d e p e n d e n t a n d r e s t s , i s
the shared (global) consciousness of the multitudes of
the ear th 's workers and oppressed people, that the i r
l ives are dai ly becoming more and more in to lerable.

c a m e s t o h o w w e c a r r y o u t o u r
w e v i e w

r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r i n c i p l e - h i s t o r i c a l
c o m p a r e d t h e m e t h o d s o f

a

a

( I



directly with the daily operations on the inside) are
executed in an a t tempt to main ta in the secure and
order l y opera t ion o f the fac i l i t y.

Now, naturally, human beings wil l have aproblem with
being caged in l ike animals, and before you know it,
t h e y w i l l s t a r t t o d e m a n d t h e i r f r e e d o m . A f t e r a
vr fn i le, they wi l l at teopt to use force. Administrators
real ize this, which is why there is such an anphasis
on securi ty. After the segregation of natural leaders,
the administrat ion's next step in control l ing any
remaining revolut ionary potent ia l , is to el iminate any
res idua l revo lu t i ona ry s t imu l i . S ince tha t s t imu l i i s
m o s t l i k e l y i n t h e f o r m o f l i t e r a t u r e , t h e
i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s a r e l e v i e d .

generations to analyze. But as comrade George teaches:
"In order to develop revolutionary consciousness, we
must lea rn how revo lu t ionary consc iousness can be
r a i s e d t o t h e h i g h e s t p o i n t b y s t i m u l i f r o m t h e
vanguard elements."(6) Therefore, our new vanguard-
d i r e c t l y i n fl u e n c e d a n d e d u c a t e d b y t h e p r e v i o u s
v a n g u a r d - m u s t n o w m a k e t h e e f f o r t s t o u s e t h e i r
st imul i to i t 's h ighest potent ia l . Those who refuse to
d o s o , a r e c a n c e r s , a n d s h o u l d b e d e a l t w i t h
a c c o r d i n g l y.

7

1‘i
Methods Of Organization

We can agree that the ultimate objective is the same
to us all:	 u n c o n d i t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n - \ d i i c h c a n o n l y
come th rough the des t ruc t i on o f t he neo -p lan ta t i on
s y s t e r n , n o t o n l y i n A m e r i k a , b u t a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .
A f t e r t h a t , d i f f e r e n c e s o f o p i n i o n , i d e a s , t h e o r i e s ,
a n d m e t h o d s o f l e a d e r s h i p , s h o u l d n o t o n l y b e
welcomed, but also encouraged. In our attampt to make
t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h r e a t t r u l y e f f e c t i v e , w e c a n ' t
a l l o w t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o b e i n a p x a s i t i o n t o t a k e
o u t o u r l e a d e r s h i p , d u e i t b e i n g c e n t r a l i z e d . T h a t , i n
e f f e c t , w o u l d k i l l t h e m o v e m e n t .

I n R u s s e l l M a r o o n S h o a t s ' e x c e l l e n t t h e s i s , " T h e
Dragon And The Hydra:	 A H i s t o r i c a l S t u d y O f
Organizational Methods", he used, as an example to
s u p p o r t a d e c e n t r a l i z e d m o v e m e n t , t h e c o n t i n u o u s
resistance of Afr ikan and Amerindian peoples in
Suriname. He breaks down how, even though these
enslaved Afr ikans had come from many different
backgrounds-a tactic comnronly used by slave owners to
promote disunity-and had many differences othennse,
t h e y s t i l l s h a r e d
e n s l a v e m e n t .
Amerindians-who would later go on to become knov-mi as
Maroons-practiced decentralized methods of resistance,
but were united-centralized-through their common goal.

I t m u s t b e r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e S u r i n a m e . A f r i k a n s
from many different backgrounds, so when they would
come toge the r as Maroons , t ha t wou ld have to be
fac tored in . They had to organ ize us ing democrat ic
methods, and the g lue that he ld them together was

Now let's take alook at the objectives mentioned
e a r l i e r :

1) To quell any potential revolutions by
e l im ina t ing revo lu t ionary influences .

This objective has many components. We'II go over tae
most important ones, so as not to become redundant.

A) The segregation of natural leaders:

"In order to produce marked changes of behavior und/oc
a t t i t u d e , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o w e a k e n , u n d e r m i n e o r
remove the supports to the o ld pat terns of behavior
and the old attitudes. Because most of the supports
are face-to-face confirmat ion of present behavior and
attitudes, which are provided by those with whom close
emot iona l t i es ex is t , i t i s o f ten necessary to b reak
those emotional ties. This can be done either by
r e m o v i n g t h e m p h y s i c a l l y a n d p r e v e n t i n g a n y
communication with those whom he cares about, or by
proving to him that those vdiom he respects aren't
w o r t h y o f i t a n d , i n d e e d , s h o u l d b e a c t i v e l y
mis trusted."(2)

The best, most capable influences are obviously those
with actual exper ience. Those who have actual ly put
t h e w o r k i n . T h e s e s n a t u r a l l e a d e r s h a v e b e e n l o c k e d
away in some of the most nefarious control-units, for
decades. We've al l heard the sayin
cut of mind", and with our leaders now out of sight

acommon goal:	 f r e e d o m f r o m
H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e s e A f r i k a n s a n d

? t

w e r e

♦»o u t o f s i g h t .



ve r isk forget t ing them, and what they 've been
fighting for all along-out of mind. And it's set up
l i k e t h a t w i t h a s p e c i fi c i n t e n t t o r i n s e o u r
mentalities of any revolutionary aspirations. The
v ; a y t h a t o u r e n s l a v e d a n c e s t o r s w e r e
"forget" almost everything of their true culture and
i d e n t i t y .

5) To place restrictions on revolutionary publications;
Th i s i s t he hea r t o f ou r i s sue . No cou r t has eve r
ruled that the wi tings of George Jackson,
Guevara, Mao Zedong, etc., promotes insurrection, or
presents a threat to na t iona l secur i ty. However,
'prison review committees" consistently
"threatening" passages in the writings of these-and
other-political revolutionaries. These writings are
ins tan t l y p l aced on the i ns t i t u t i on ' s res t r i c ted l i s t .

it. This material should be put to memory as
possible. Comrades who are more advanced
political and revolutionary thinking should
together to compare thoughts and strategies. We all
have to stay in constant motion. We all must do all in
our power to teach and anpower those who share
common goal. If you are in possession of books on the
restricted list, make copies of those books. If you
have copies, make more. But just like any other
on the plantation, the informants will working double¬
time to expose what you're doing. This is why it is so
important to put this Icnowledge to memory-like those
hundreds of rap lyrics we've learned to memorize over
the yea rs . These p r i nc ip les w i l l
foundation, and we can begin to create our o\m methods
of .struggle.

While the original vanguard elements
trapped inside of control-units, we must continue to
use them as our example and motivation. However, a
carbon-copy of the i r agenda would be
productive, as comrade George explains:
nothing dogmatic about revolutionary theory. It is to
be bom out of each popular stru^le. Each popular
struggle must be analyzed historically to discover new
ideas . " (4 )

: s o o n a s

i n t h e i r
c o m e

s a m e

f o r c e d t o

o u r

5
s e c r e t

C h e

s e r v e a s o u rM fi n d

13
l i k e l ya r e

But if the institution is really "ornnijxjtent", why
feel the need to restrict revolutionary political
material in the first place? Why not restrict vv'oi-nc
rooms, and punching bags-after all, they seem .nore'̂ ’of
athreat than abook? Here's why; because the mind is
the most potent weapon in existence. The politicized
mind is the most dangerous weapon in existence!

c o u n t e r -

T h e r e c a n b e

It sjust like agame of chess. Every action has a
reaction, and every move is made for aspecific
reason. IVhen we examine the measures put in place by
the administration, we realize that their actions are
simply reactions to the reservoir of revolutionary
potential inside of their prisons. Still, due to the
censorship of revolutionary political literature, we
can-rightfuily-assume that this kind of literature-in
capable hands-poses a
estab l ishment 's in teres ts .

This doesn't mean that the methods of
v a n g u a r d a r e t o b e d i s c a r d e d .

t h e p r e v i o u s
I t ' s e x a c t l y t h e

opposite. We must analyze those methods, and also the
establishment's reaction to them; adopt what can still
be e ffec t ive ly app l ied
integrating new ideas and methods,
t h i s c o n c e n t :

w h i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e
L e n i n r e i n f o r c e s

v e r i t a b l e t h r e a t "Ne.. forms of struggle, unknown to the participants of
the given period, inevitably arise as the given social
situation changes; the coming crisis will introduce
new torms of struggle that
f o resee . " ( 5 )

t o t h e

If in fact these "capable hands" didn't exist on the
inside, the so-called "threat" would be sterile, andthere would be no need to place the restrictions in
question. The fact that these restrictions are
imposed, is proof that the enemy acknowledges the fact
that leaders exist who can properly channel this
energy into a_formidable revolutionary threat. ^
It salso proof that the administration acknowledg
the fact that the imprisoned

w e a r e n o w u n a b l e t o

50 aa cne given social s i tuat ion changes, so too do
the circumstances, and so too must the methods of the
people. As we analyze the methods of the previous
generation, we are actually building off of their
foundation and continuing their legacy-while at the
same time putting our mark on history for future

A n d
e s

m a s s e s p o s s e s s t h i s



revolut ionary potential. Consequently, i t is in the
i n s t i t u t i o n ’ s b e s t i n t e r e s t t o s t o p t h i s t h r e a t f r o m
ever material iz ing. Hence, the next stage in the
assault on our growth:

2) To reeducate-redi rect revolut ionary potent ia l ;

W i t h t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l
ma te r i a l fi rm l y i n p l ace , ove r t ime , an educa t i ona l
void is left in i t 's wake. I t is now up to the eneray
t o p r o v i d e a r e p l a c e m e n t c u r r i c u l u m i n o r d e r t o fi l l
t ha t new vo id . F rom th i s po i n t on , eve ry p i ece o f
in format ion d is t r ibuted to the capt ive popula t ion, by
t h e " v e n e r a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n " , w i l l b e d e l i b e r a t e l y
" h a n n l e s s " a n d r a i s e d u c a t i o n a l .

P A R T 2 1 2 .

?'—If the threat to power is truly revolutionary, and
the first step into revolutionary consciousness taken
with aforceful at tack upon prest ige,
anticipate reaction, accept repression's terror, and
m e e t i t w i t h a c o u n t e r - t e r r o r o f o u r o w n . T h e
gravedigger needs abodyguard to protect him at his
v^rk, else the the grave may be his own."(3)

In the fi rs t par t o f th is d iscuss ion ,
c l e a r t h a t t h e " v e n e r a b l e ’ '
"omnipotent" administration is vulnerable, and can no
longer be associated wath any level of fear
prestige. With this fear in decline, we are now in a
better	 posit ion to combat our psychological
inferiority complex. It is now incumbent upon teachers
and leaders to seize this opportunity and work to
reverse those complexes amongst the people, while at
the same t ime working to fi l l the new void that wi l l
have been created due to the collapse of our previous
c o r r u p t e d m e n t a l i t y .

Experts on revolutionary struggle exist on every
plantation in Amerika. In almost every circumstance,
these leaders are locked away in contro l -un i ts ,
separa ted f rom the genera l popu la t i on fo r the so le
purpose o f conta in ing the i r influence. However the i r
example can be followed through their writings and
through those who have first-hand experience of being
around them. Armed with this knowledge, we can work to
develop our revolutionary conscious.

Hiose of you who are, or have been around our fallen
leaders, you have an obl igat ion to teach those who
shov; awill ingness to learn. You too can write papers,
talk in the yards, gyms, and on the blocks. With the
res t r i c t i ons on revo lu t i ona ry ma te r i a l i n p l ace , you
a r e t h e g a t e w a y t o t h i s t y p e o f e d u c a t i o n f o r
c o u n t l e s s i n d i v i d u a l s .

w e m u s t

i t w a s m a d e
i n s t i t u t i o n a n d

o r
P r i s o n l i b r a r i e s a r e fi l l e d w i t h . s u c h m a t e r i a l . Y o u
can find abook on almost any topic,.as long as it has
nothing to do with the kind of education that,wil l set
our minds free. Ihere's an abundance of novels,, filled
wi th v io lence, smut , rac is t con ten t , and many o ther
f o r m s o f n o n - s e n s e . T h e s e i t e m s a r e n ' t r e s t r i c t e d .
Ho'wsvsr, revblut idnary mater ia l -which doesn' t contain
a n y o f t h e s e c r i m i n a l b e h a v i o r s - i s . W h a t ' s t h e
difference between the two? Of course, one group is
fi c t i o n , a n d t h e o t h e r i s n ' t , b u t i t ' s n o t t h a t
simple. Fiction is for entertainment. We learn to lean
on them; daily engaging in this false reality, to the
point vhsre it becomes addictive. How many of us can't
v /a i t to get back to our ce l ls so we can "fin ish our
book"? Our own l i t t le pr ivate escapist sanctuary. Our
coping mechanism. The effects are more profound in the
"hole", where we have all day, to "keep our minds off
of things”, due to the stressful environment. There we
s p e n d t h e m a j o r i t y o f o u r t i m e i n d o c t r i n a t i n g
o u r s e l v e s ! W h e n t h e b o o k i s fi n i s h e d , y o u ' r e r i g h t
back v.’here you started. You've gained nothing, and
v / a s t e d a b u n c h o f t i m e i n t h e p r o c e s s .

n e o -

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s g a i n e d . T h e
more we waste time engaging, in fiction, the more the
institution can remain secure in the fact that we pose
n o s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o t h e s y s t e m ,

'low, back to "prestige". Earlier, we identified the
a s s a u l t o n o u r i n t e l l e c t . W e a d m i t t h a t t h i s

"prestige" is what's been holding us back. But when we

F o r t h o s e o f y o u w h o a r e i n p o s s e s s i o n o f
revolutionary material that is on the restricted List,
measures must be put in place to protect and preserve
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d e l v e i n t o t h e r e a s o n i n g b e h i n d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l
restrictions of revolutionary political material, the
system's vulnerability is exposed.

A m e r i k a . A n d b y r e s t r i c t i n g t h i s m a t e r i a l , t h e
administrat ion has indirect ly acknowledged that there
are chose capab le o f teach ing and learn ing \ ,n . th in
t h e s e w a l l s .

I f t h i s "venerab le " ins t i tu t ion i s rea l l y
"omnipotent", nothing of any magnitude could/should
i:>ose aserious threat to it's existence. So, the
obvious conclusion is that i f an actual , ser ious
threat is produced-and proven to be just that-the
captive population will have no choice but to lower

P u t t i n g a l l o f t h i s t o g e t h e r , w e s e e t h a t
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l , a l o n g
with those \^o are willing to teach-and learn-ic, and
l e a d b y i t ' s e x a m p l e , i s t h e r e c i p e f o r t h e
revolut ionary struggle wi th in these pr ison wal ls , that
wi l l help to accompl ish two things; our uncondit ional
l i b e r a l i o n - b o t h p h y s i c a l l y a n d m e n t a l l y ; a n d t h e
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c o m p l e t e a n d t o t a l
plantation/concentration camp experiment in Ameritca.

However, before we get too high off of our idealism,
the question arises:	 e v e n i f v j e d o h a v e t h e s e
teachers, learners, and leaders, how can we take
advantage of this revolutionary material, when tiie
administration l^s barred any and all of it from
entering the prisons? Iwill attempt to answer that
question in the following paragraphs.

d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e n e o -their regard for it, and from this point forward, view
i t - a n d a n y o f i t ' s
f r a u d u l e n t ,
i n s t i t u t i o n
c o n s e q u e n c e s . A n d t h e
reason to fear mere mortals!

"accomplishnents
r e s t r i c t i o n s , t h e

t h e i r f e a r
omnipotent" should have

p a s t
B y p l a c i n g t h e s e
i s a d m i t t i n g

I i

- a s

o f t h e s e
I f
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This should open all of our eyes to the degree of
revolut ionary potential on neo-p lan ta t ions 3 C ^ 0 S S
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revolut ionary potential. Consequently, i t is in the
i n s t i t u t i o n ’ s b e s t i n t e r e s t t o s t o p t h i s t h r e a t f r o m
ever material iz ing. Hence, the next stage in the
assault on our growth:

2) To reeducate-redi rect revolut ionary potent ia l ;

W i t h t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l
ma te r i a l fi rm l y i n p l ace , ove r t ime , an educa t i ona l
void is left in i t 's wake. I t is now up to the eneray
t o p r o v i d e a r e p l a c e m e n t c u r r i c u l u m i n o r d e r t o fi l l
t ha t new vo id . F rom th i s po i n t on , eve ry p i ece o f
in format ion d is t r ibuted to the capt ive popula t ion, by
t h e " v e n e r a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n " , w i l l b e d e l i b e r a t e l y
" h a n n l e s s " a n d r a i s e d u c a t i o n a l .

P A R T 2 1 2 .

?'—If the threat to power is truly revolutionary, and
the first step into revolutionary consciousness taken
with aforceful at tack upon prest ige,
anticipate reaction, accept repression's terror, and
m e e t i t w i t h a c o u n t e r - t e r r o r o f o u r o w n . T h e
gravedigger needs abodyguard to protect him at his
v^rk, else the the grave may be his own."(3)

In the fi rs t par t o f th is d iscuss ion ,
c l e a r t h a t t h e " v e n e r a b l e ’ '
"omnipotent" administration is vulnerable, and can no
longer be associated wath any level of fear
prestige. With this fear in decline, we are now in a
better	 posit ion to combat our psychological
inferiority complex. It is now incumbent upon teachers
and leaders to seize this opportunity and work to
reverse those complexes amongst the people, while at
the same t ime working to fi l l the new void that wi l l
have been created due to the collapse of our previous
c o r r u p t e d m e n t a l i t y .

Experts on revolutionary struggle exist on every
plantation in Amerika. In almost every circumstance,
these leaders are locked away in contro l -un i ts ,
separa ted f rom the genera l popu la t i on fo r the so le
purpose o f conta in ing the i r influence. However the i r
example can be followed through their writings and
through those who have first-hand experience of being
around them. Armed with this knowledge, we can work to
develop our revolutionary conscious.

Hiose of you who are, or have been around our fallen
leaders, you have an obl igat ion to teach those who
shov; awill ingness to learn. You too can write papers,
talk in the yards, gyms, and on the blocks. With the
res t r i c t i ons on revo lu t i ona ry ma te r i a l i n p l ace , you
a r e t h e g a t e w a y t o t h i s t y p e o f e d u c a t i o n f o r
c o u n t l e s s i n d i v i d u a l s .

w e m u s t

i t w a s m a d e
i n s t i t u t i o n a n d

o r
P r i s o n l i b r a r i e s a r e fi l l e d w i t h . s u c h m a t e r i a l . Y o u
can find abook on almost any topic,.as long as it has
nothing to do with the kind of education that,wil l set
our minds free. Ihere's an abundance of novels,, filled
wi th v io lence, smut , rac is t con ten t , and many o ther
f o r m s o f n o n - s e n s e . T h e s e i t e m s a r e n ' t r e s t r i c t e d .
Ho'wsvsr, revblut idnary mater ia l -which doesn' t contain
a n y o f t h e s e c r i m i n a l b e h a v i o r s - i s . W h a t ' s t h e
difference between the two? Of course, one group is
fi c t i o n , a n d t h e o t h e r i s n ' t , b u t i t ' s n o t t h a t
simple. Fiction is for entertainment. We learn to lean
on them; daily engaging in this false reality, to the
point vhsre it becomes addictive. How many of us can't
v /a i t to get back to our ce l ls so we can "fin ish our
book"? Our own l i t t le pr ivate escapist sanctuary. Our
coping mechanism. The effects are more profound in the
"hole", where we have all day, to "keep our minds off
of things”, due to the stressful environment. There we
s p e n d t h e m a j o r i t y o f o u r t i m e i n d o c t r i n a t i n g
o u r s e l v e s ! W h e n t h e b o o k i s fi n i s h e d , y o u ' r e r i g h t
back v.’here you started. You've gained nothing, and
v / a s t e d a b u n c h o f t i m e i n t h e p r o c e s s .

n e o -

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s g a i n e d . T h e
more we waste time engaging, in fiction, the more the
institution can remain secure in the fact that we pose
n o s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o t h e s y s t e m ,

'low, back to "prestige". Earlier, we identified the
a s s a u l t o n o u r i n t e l l e c t . W e a d m i t t h a t t h i s

"prestige" is what's been holding us back. But when we

F o r t h o s e o f y o u w h o a r e i n p o s s e s s i o n o f
revolutionary material that is on the restricted List,
measures must be put in place to protect and preserve



ve r isk forget t ing them, and what they 've been
fighting for all along-out of mind. And it's set up
l i k e t h a t w i t h a s p e c i fi c i n t e n t t o r i n s e o u r
mentalities of any revolutionary aspirations. The
v ; a y t h a t o u r e n s l a v e d a n c e s t o r s w e r e
"forget" almost everything of their true culture and
i d e n t i t y .

5) To place restrictions on revolutionary publications;
Th i s i s t he hea r t o f ou r i s sue . No cou r t has eve r
ruled that the wi tings of George Jackson,
Guevara, Mao Zedong, etc., promotes insurrection, or
presents a threat to na t iona l secur i ty. However,
'prison review committees" consistently
"threatening" passages in the writings of these-and
other-political revolutionaries. These writings are
ins tan t l y p l aced on the i ns t i t u t i on ' s res t r i c ted l i s t .

it. This material should be put to memory as
possible. Comrades who are more advanced
political and revolutionary thinking should
together to compare thoughts and strategies. We all
have to stay in constant motion. We all must do all in
our power to teach and anpower those who share
common goal. If you are in possession of books on the
restricted list, make copies of those books. If you
have copies, make more. But just like any other
on the plantation, the informants will working double¬
time to expose what you're doing. This is why it is so
important to put this Icnowledge to memory-like those
hundreds of rap lyrics we've learned to memorize over
the yea rs . These p r i nc ip les w i l l
foundation, and we can begin to create our o\m methods
of .struggle.

While the original vanguard elements
trapped inside of control-units, we must continue to
use them as our example and motivation. However, a
carbon-copy of the i r agenda would be
productive, as comrade George explains:
nothing dogmatic about revolutionary theory. It is to
be bom out of each popular stru^le. Each popular
struggle must be analyzed historically to discover new
ideas . " (4 )

: s o o n a s

i n t h e i r
c o m e

s a m e

f o r c e d t o

o u r

5
s e c r e t

C h e

s e r v e a s o u rM fi n d

13
l i k e l ya r e

But if the institution is really "ornnijxjtent", why
feel the need to restrict revolutionary political
material in the first place? Why not restrict vv'oi-nc
rooms, and punching bags-after all, they seem .nore'̂ ’of
athreat than abook? Here's why; because the mind is
the most potent weapon in existence. The politicized
mind is the most dangerous weapon in existence!

c o u n t e r -

T h e r e c a n b e

It sjust like agame of chess. Every action has a
reaction, and every move is made for aspecific
reason. IVhen we examine the measures put in place by
the administration, we realize that their actions are
simply reactions to the reservoir of revolutionary
potential inside of their prisons. Still, due to the
censorship of revolutionary political literature, we
can-rightfuily-assume that this kind of literature-in
capable hands-poses a
estab l ishment 's in teres ts .

This doesn't mean that the methods of
v a n g u a r d a r e t o b e d i s c a r d e d .

t h e p r e v i o u s
I t ' s e x a c t l y t h e

opposite. We must analyze those methods, and also the
establishment's reaction to them; adopt what can still
be e ffec t ive ly app l ied
integrating new ideas and methods,
t h i s c o n c e n t :

w h i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e
L e n i n r e i n f o r c e s

v e r i t a b l e t h r e a t "Ne.. forms of struggle, unknown to the participants of
the given period, inevitably arise as the given social
situation changes; the coming crisis will introduce
new torms of struggle that
f o resee . " ( 5 )

t o t h e

If in fact these "capable hands" didn't exist on the
inside, the so-called "threat" would be sterile, andthere would be no need to place the restrictions in
question. The fact that these restrictions are
imposed, is proof that the enemy acknowledges the fact
that leaders exist who can properly channel this
energy into a_formidable revolutionary threat. ^
It salso proof that the administration acknowledg
the fact that the imprisoned

w e a r e n o w u n a b l e t o

50 aa cne given social s i tuat ion changes, so too do
the circumstances, and so too must the methods of the
people. As we analyze the methods of the previous
generation, we are actually building off of their
foundation and continuing their legacy-while at the
same time putting our mark on history for future

A n d
e s

m a s s e s p o s s e s s t h i s



directly with the daily operations on the inside) are
executed in an a t tempt to main ta in the secure and
order l y opera t ion o f the fac i l i t y.

Now, naturally, human beings wil l have aproblem with
being caged in l ike animals, and before you know it,
t h e y w i l l s t a r t t o d e m a n d t h e i r f r e e d o m . A f t e r a
vr fn i le, they wi l l at teopt to use force. Administrators
real ize this, which is why there is such an anphasis
on securi ty. After the segregation of natural leaders,
the administrat ion's next step in control l ing any
remaining revolut ionary potent ia l , is to el iminate any
res idua l revo lu t i ona ry s t imu l i . S ince tha t s t imu l i i s
m o s t l i k e l y i n t h e f o r m o f l i t e r a t u r e , t h e
i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s a r e l e v i e d .

generations to analyze. But as comrade George teaches:
"In order to develop revolutionary consciousness, we
must lea rn how revo lu t ionary consc iousness can be
r a i s e d t o t h e h i g h e s t p o i n t b y s t i m u l i f r o m t h e
vanguard elements."(6) Therefore, our new vanguard-
d i r e c t l y i n fl u e n c e d a n d e d u c a t e d b y t h e p r e v i o u s
v a n g u a r d - m u s t n o w m a k e t h e e f f o r t s t o u s e t h e i r
st imul i to i t 's h ighest potent ia l . Those who refuse to
d o s o , a r e c a n c e r s , a n d s h o u l d b e d e a l t w i t h
a c c o r d i n g l y.

7

1‘i
Methods Of Organization

We can agree that the ultimate objective is the same
to us all:	 u n c o n d i t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n - \ d i i c h c a n o n l y
come th rough the des t ruc t i on o f t he neo -p lan ta t i on
s y s t e r n , n o t o n l y i n A m e r i k a , b u t a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .
A f t e r t h a t , d i f f e r e n c e s o f o p i n i o n , i d e a s , t h e o r i e s ,
a n d m e t h o d s o f l e a d e r s h i p , s h o u l d n o t o n l y b e
welcomed, but also encouraged. In our attampt to make
t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h r e a t t r u l y e f f e c t i v e , w e c a n ' t
a l l o w t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o b e i n a p x a s i t i o n t o t a k e
o u t o u r l e a d e r s h i p , d u e i t b e i n g c e n t r a l i z e d . T h a t , i n
e f f e c t , w o u l d k i l l t h e m o v e m e n t .

I n R u s s e l l M a r o o n S h o a t s ' e x c e l l e n t t h e s i s , " T h e
Dragon And The Hydra:	 A H i s t o r i c a l S t u d y O f
Organizational Methods", he used, as an example to
s u p p o r t a d e c e n t r a l i z e d m o v e m e n t , t h e c o n t i n u o u s
resistance of Afr ikan and Amerindian peoples in
Suriname. He breaks down how, even though these
enslaved Afr ikans had come from many different
backgrounds-a tactic comnronly used by slave owners to
promote disunity-and had many differences othennse,
t h e y s t i l l s h a r e d
e n s l a v e m e n t .
Amerindians-who would later go on to become knov-mi as
Maroons-practiced decentralized methods of resistance,
but were united-centralized-through their common goal.

I t m u s t b e r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e S u r i n a m e . A f r i k a n s
from many different backgrounds, so when they would
come toge the r as Maroons , t ha t wou ld have to be
fac tored in . They had to organ ize us ing democrat ic
methods, and the g lue that he ld them together was

Now let's take alook at the objectives mentioned
e a r l i e r :

1) To quell any potential revolutions by
e l im ina t ing revo lu t ionary influences .

This objective has many components. We'II go over tae
most important ones, so as not to become redundant.

A) The segregation of natural leaders:

"In order to produce marked changes of behavior und/oc
a t t i t u d e , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o w e a k e n , u n d e r m i n e o r
remove the supports to the o ld pat terns of behavior
and the old attitudes. Because most of the supports
are face-to-face confirmat ion of present behavior and
attitudes, which are provided by those with whom close
emot iona l t i es ex is t , i t i s o f ten necessary to b reak
those emotional ties. This can be done either by
r e m o v i n g t h e m p h y s i c a l l y a n d p r e v e n t i n g a n y
communication with those whom he cares about, or by
proving to him that those vdiom he respects aren't
w o r t h y o f i t a n d , i n d e e d , s h o u l d b e a c t i v e l y
mis trusted."(2)

The best, most capable influences are obviously those
with actual exper ience. Those who have actual ly put
t h e w o r k i n . T h e s e s n a t u r a l l e a d e r s h a v e b e e n l o c k e d
away in some of the most nefarious control-units, for
decades. We've al l heard the sayin
cut of mind", and with our leaders now out of sight

acommon goal:	 f r e e d o m f r o m
H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e s e A f r i k a n s a n d

? t

w e r e

♦»o u t o f s i g h t .



UTxlerstandably regard the people sAie accepts,
"parent", with nothing short of awe, fear
prestige! Just look at the way you regarded your
parents when you were young!

S i n c e p r i s o n s a r e a f o r m o f s o c i a l - c o n t r o l - a k i n t o
slavery- i t only makes sense for the administrators of
this inhumane system to implement psycho-social
p rog rams s im i l a r t o t hose wh i ch we re so e f f ec t i ve
under comparable psychological circumstances only a
few generations ago.

Keeping along those lines, many of us suffer greatly
from this complex throughout the prison system here in
■A m e r i k a . O u r c o l l e c t i v e c o n s c i o u s n e s s i s l i k e t h a t o f
a c h i l d w h e n i t
relationship with our captors. Consequently,
our oppressors-the prison administration, officers,
etc.-as parent. We have "learned" to be helpless,
needy. Through our complex, we associate this mental
and physical "prestige" with the oppressor. It is this
"prestige"-of the mental variety-that must be attacked
first, and ex{X)sed as wiiat it truly is: vulnerable.

To do this, \v’e must first awaken the oppressed masses
to the truth that our enemy is in no way superior to
us, physically or mentally-but mentally first. After
all, before you can do, you must first know. When we
begin to challenge the "wisdom" of the oppressor's
decision-making with personally developed and refined
strategies, of our own, through challenging each
other's ideas, thoughts, and conclusions, and a
thorough analysis of similar historical events,, the
enemy's shield of "prestige"-previously considered
impenetrable-will be exposed as weak. We will then hie
free to question the circumstances of our predicament,
and challenge the framework of our learned-complexes.
Since throughout this paper, we will be paying alot
of attention to, and psychoanalyzing our own actions,
reactions, and complexes, which resulted from our
confinement , and the admin is t ra t ion 's rest r ic t ions on
revolutionary educational material, Ithink we should
first attempt to psychoanalyze some of the actions,
reactions, and complexes of the administration.

Ihe two objectives mentioned earlier (others exist of
course,^ but we're speaking from a"boots on the
ground" perspective; the most basic element: dealing

the i r co l l ec t i ve focus on de fea t ing the i r ens lave rs '
a t t e m p t s t o c o n t r o l t h e m . T H A T c e n t r a l i z e d t h e i r
e f f o r t s . . . " ( 7 )

a s a

a n d* ● ●

(>
N o t a l l t h e s l a v e s w e r e o n b o a r d w i t h t h i s \ Ib u t a s a

genera l ru le, ind iv iduals and smal l groups of s laves
would flee the plantations to join the Maroons, and on
occasions, large conspiracies were organized that saw
the enslaved workers preparing the ground'.-/ork for
M a r o o n g u e r i l l a s t o r a i d p l a n t a t i o n s a n d l i b e r a t e
scores a t a t ime. " (8 )

Of course we aren ' t on th is leve l yet , but th is
example is proof that differences among the leadership
is not necessarily abad thing. As Maroon explains:
"This example exhibits decisions arrived at by tn.il.y
d e m o c r a t i c m e a n s , a n d t h e n c a r r i e d o u t i n a
cen t ra l i zed manner, a l l by o the r t i ^ i se decen t ra l i zed
groups." (9)

Fol lowing
ana Lysis-Maroon
d e c e n t r a l i z e d m o v e m e n t i n S u r i n a m e - a l m o s t f o u r h u n d r e d
years ago-to \/hat the Bolsheviks attempted under Lenin
d u r i n g t h e R u s s i a n r e v o l u t i o n o f 1 9 1 7 . T h i s i s a
p e r f e c t e x a m p l e o f a n a l y z i n g a p o p u l a r s t r u g g l e
h i s t o r i c a l l y t o d i s c o v e r n e w i d e a s . F r o m t h e i n s i d e o f
o n e o f A m e r i k a ' s w o r s t c o n t r o l - u n i t s , M a r o o n i s
leading by example, and giving us the tools needed to
progress in our revo lu t ionary e f fo r ts .

I hough t he Bo l shev i ks succeeded i n des t roy ing t he
system, their newly-installed government soon turned a
b r u t a l d i c t a t o r s h i p u n d e r S t a l i n . W i t h o u t g e t t i n g
a h e a d o f o u r s e l v e s , t h e s e a r e s t i l l t r a g i c m i s t a k e s
that must be discussed and analyzed in order to avoid
following the same path.

The l as t a rgumen t i n Maroon ' s thes i s , f avo r ing
d e c e n t r a l i z e d l e a d e r s h i p , i s m a y b e t h e m o s t
compel l ing:

I t ' s c l e a r t h a t t o d a y ' s c e n t e r o f g r a v i t y, t h e
a s p e c t s o n w h i c h a l l e l s e i s d e p e n d e n t a n d r e s t s , i s
the shared (global) consciousness of the multitudes of
the ear th 's workers and oppressed people, that the i r
l ives are dai ly becoming more and more in to lerable.

c a m e s t o h o w w e c a r r y o u t o u r
w e v i e w

r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r i n c i p l e - h i s t o r i c a l
c o m p a r e d t h e m e t h o d s o f

a

a

( I



t '70 primary objectives:

1) To quell any potential revolution by
eliminating revolutionary influences;

2) To "re-educate" (miseducate)-redirect
revo lu t i ona ry po ten t i a l

h e n c e , s o l i d i f y i n g t h e m i d e o l o g i c a l l y a r o u n d t h e
necessity for revolutionary change (like our earlier
Maroons were solidified around the need to escape),
and the ab i l i t y o f these mu l t i t udes to commun ica te
w i t h e a c h o t h e r a n d s h a r e i d e a s a n d m e t h o d s a b o u t t h e
best ways to proceed towards that goal."(10)

Clearly this can be applied to the environment and
circuiostances that we find ourselves present ly v ict im
of. Tnough the examples above are al l in relat ion to
the physical aspects of revolution, they can also be
a p p l i e d t o t h e p r e - t e x t u a l a s p e c t s o f ^ ^ y s i c a l
r e v o l u t i o n - e d u c a t i n g t h e p o p u l a c e , a n d b u i l d i n g a
collective revolutionary conscious through beating the
" r e s t r i c t e d l i s t " , a n d r a i s i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t i m u l i
t o i t ' s h ighes t po ten t i a l .

In essence, leadership can take on all sorts pf styles
and methods. As long as the common goal is the same-
revo lu t ionary change. But a t the same tLme, under
certain circumstances, democratic decision-making can
take place. And those decisions should be carried out
in	 a centralized	 m a n n e r . A l l b y o t h e r w i s e
decen t ra l i zed g roups . H is to ry has p roven t ime and
again that this method is the most effective.

I f t h o s e t r u l y d e d i c a t e d t o r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e
accept their role as the new vanguard of the movement,
t h e r e s u l t s w i l l b e o b v i o u s . \ J h i l e n o t e v e r y b o d y w i l l
fol low suit-some may have to be forced-the collective
a t t i t u d e o f t h e m a s s e s w i l l h a v e b e g u n t o s h o w a
profound change in thinking and approach. Every step
w e t a k e f r o m t h i s p o i n t s h o u l d b e t a k e n w i t h t h e
understanding that the system is powerless against us
i f w e s t a n d u n i t e d i n o u r g o a l o f d e s t r o y i n g i t
through revolution. The "prestige" of power-of the
"omnipotent" administration-has already been destroyed
b y t h i s p o i n t . T h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e s o f t h e
oppressor no longer holds us in awe of it's pov;er.
T h i s m e n t a l g r i p w i l l h a v e b e e n b r o k e n w i t h t h e
des t ruc t ion o f "p res t ige" .

A l t h o u g h w e h a v e - b y t h i s p o i n t - c i r c u m v e n t e d t h e
i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l
m a t e r i a l , w e s t i l l m u s t t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e
ins t i tu t iona l g r ievance sys tem, and the-outs ide- lega l
system, in order to chal lenge these restr ic t ions. But
not in an a t tempt to t ransfer our fight to the cour t

/ i
These objectives have many components. We'll focus o.i
those related to prison censorship. Analyzing lessons
from two of our most experienced and beloved corarades-
George Jackson, and Russel l Maroon Shoats-we can
better understand our enemy-and ourselves-and plot a
course of action thusly. Let's take alook at George
Jackson's statement on the "prestige" of power:

"E^estige bars any serious attack on power. Do people
attack athing they consider with awe? With asense of
legitimacy?...We can stop the debate; prestige must be
destroyed. People must see the 'venerable' inst i tut ion
and the 'omnipotent' administration actually under
phys i ca l a t t ack . . . " ( 1 )

It is my contention that we can apply this attack ori
p res t ige , no t jus t phys ica l l y, bu t menta l l y, fi rs t and
foremost. To understand what I'm getting at, allow a
shor t ana lys is .

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f o u r c a p t i v i t y, w e h a v e b e e n
s u b j e c t e d t o t h e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n o f c e r t a i n
philosophies, created with the specific intent to make
us needy. Many of them have their roots in the Afrikan
slave trade. There is no question that one of the
methods used to keep Afrikan slaves pbedient, was to
m a k e h e r / h i m f e a r t he opp resso r. These s l aves
"learned" how to fear the hand of: their "masters",
they would fear the hand of god (^ there is no
d ispute concern ing re l ig ion 's ro le out co l lec t ive
p a s s i v i t y a n d f e a r o f r e b e l l i o n ) . A s a r e s u l t , a n
inferiority complex developed among most slaves, and
w a s n u r t u r e d t o m a t u r i t y ; t h e a i m b e i n g t o t r i c k t h e s e
s l a v e s i n t o t a k i n g o n t h e r o l e a s > " c h i l d " , w n i l e
look ing upon the "master" as "parent" . The psycho¬
social relationship between the "parent" and "child"
is, and has always been very clear. Tnerefore, those
t r i cked i n to t ak ing on t he ro l e as " ch i l d " , w i l l

a s



defeating our fears. When this stage is complete, we
can vrark on enhancing our political awareness, andmethods of revolution.	 , ,

room. This would render our previous gains moot.
Civil-rights advocates of past generations did this,
and now admit that this can be blamed for their lack
of success during that period. Especially when it
i n v o l v e d i s s u e s t h a t
America's gulags.

Taking our fight totally to the courts would change
the entire nature of our struggle, and limit
chances of success. We can't agree to fight our
epemies on their terms, instead of our own. ''Instead
of amoral crusade", as Michelle Alexander puts it,
nlin the risk of turning the movement into "an almost
purely legal crusade."(11)

j

Siome of the elements of previous revolutionary
fqovaiients also fell into this and other traps set by
tjhe enemy, allowing themselves to be tricked by \diat
fjlaroon refers to as "the separation from the most
^dvanced elements; indoctrination in reliance^ssive approaches; co-option;and raw fear."(12)

‘ i
Prison plantations are asuf>erabundant
revolutionary potential. And with all that's takin:-
place^ across Amerika and around the world, prison
administrators-still living off of their violent
reputation-realize that political consciousness is
rising amongst the captive population, which is why
the administration is doing all it can to quell a
potential awakening". They know that this "awakening’
can and will, only lead to one thing: revolution.
In order to actualize the above, it is imperative for
the captive populace to stop engaging in meaningless
and irrelevant intellectual activities, and begin to
iinnerse themselves in material of substance, which if
applied correctly, has the capacity to transform their
criminal mentality into arevolutionary mentality.

a f f e c t e d t h o s e i n s i d e o fs o u r c e o t
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o u r

w e

The phenomenon which is, for obvious reasons, being
do'.s^-played throughout the prison industrial complex
in Amerika, is censorship. The "top dawgs" have
decided to monitor all incoming publications, and
forbid all revolutionary material. Anything that
t e a c h e s d i s c i p l i n e , u n i t y, e d u c a t i o n , s e l f -
determination, family, community, and ves, forced
Dhysical liberation. Anything that teaches'the methods
of resistance. We see it happening all across the
country. Everyday, another book is placed on the
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s r e s t r i c t e d l i s t .

o n

9 f a l l t h e s e t r i c k s . pr ison adminis t rators- l ike ly
^xperts^ in psychology-have found the most success in
psing "raw fear" to dominate the consciousness of
Otherwise rebellious captives-threats, beatings, cell
extractions,_ pepper spray, the "hole", and even
ipurder-therefore controlling the actions of these
Rebellious captives as well. All of these activities
^re taking place on the neo-plantations for aspecific
purpose: to create an imaginary thing; apsychological
thing: "PRESTIGE" of power.Censorship is one of the first steps in attempting to

control our growth and potential. When the enemy
attempts to interdict the flow of revolutionary
material, they are really attempting to destroy any
revolutionary desire that may exist amongst the
o p p r e s s e d .

Through time, these restrictions create an educational
void. This void is filled through the prison library's
never-ending stock of useless information-the street
novels, car mags, get rich quick books, smut novels.
This narmless",	 "non-threatening"	 m a t e r i a l i s
steadily forced upon us, and is adirect path to
miseducation: an attack upon the foundation of any
potential revolution. Briefly, our oppressor/enemy has

Right back to where we started!!!

vie ve Learned from comrade George tliat, like anything
else, "power" has agrov«rth process.(13) It starts at
infancy, goes through maturity, and finally meets
decline. The tactics mentioned above,
it's mature stage of life:	 brute force. 'They
a p p l i e d t o i n s t i l l t h e r a w f e a r t h a t M a r o o n i s
speaking of. And it's result is "prestige"-which is
actually "po'wer" living off of it 's laurels. Or more
to the point , "power" in decl ine!

1 1 power" ina r e

a r e

tacked, "power" reverts back
to^ It smature stage-all out violence. This is what
we ve been prejjaring for the whole time that "power"



has been drift ing. Abatt le against aforce-physical
o r m e n t a l . A b a t t l e o f a t t r i t i o n . I f
successfu l ,
will our previously defeated psychological complexes
that prevented us from challenging them in the first
p l a c e .

S u p p o s i n g t h a t o u r t h r e a t t o
r e v o l u t i o n a r y , a n d t h a t
consciousness wages aforceful attack on ‘prestige",
and we ant ic ipate react ion, and accept ter ror 's
repression. Are we prepared to meet it with acounter¬
t e r r o r o f o u r o w n ?

Within this essay, the brother wil l elaborate, and
g i v e t h e r e a d e r ( s ) a c l e a r a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e
perspect ive in to the inner-work ings of the system of
censorship, and my hope is that many wi l l began to
q u e s t i o n t h e q u a l i t y o f i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t t h e y a l l o w t o
e n t e r t h e i r m i n d s , a n d f o r t h o s e w h o a r e b o l d a n d
t r u t h f u l e n o u g h t o c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e i r c u r r e n t
i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y l a c k s s u b s t a n c e , a n d w i l l n o t
a s s i s t t h e m i n t h r o w i n g o f f t h e y o k e o f t h e i r
o p p r e s s i o n , w i l l b e g i n t o e n g a g e i n c o n s c i o u s -
e l e v a t i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a t e r i a l - w h i c h i f a p p l i e d
cor rec t l y, w i l l compe l than to man the f ron t l i ne o f
this protracted struggle to defeat this dehumanizing
and sp i r i t -break ing, neo-p lantat ion system: Araer ika 's
Prison Industr ial Complex!

power " i s
"prestige" will be restored, and so too

I t

1 7
p o w e r i s t r u l y

revo lu t i ona ryo u r

So far, our accomplishments have-up until this point-
been revolutionary, but they have only been
psychological level, and are only the precursor to
what we ve been preparing for-physicai revolution.
After all, only physical actions can bring about a
phys i ca l des t ruc t i on t o aphys i ca l l y des t ruc t i ve
i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t i s p h y s i c a l l y - a n d
destroying us!

s o o n a
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T h a t s h o r t

devaluing it's meaning. Terrorism isn't the only v;ay
to .control an entire population. At one point in time,
it may have been needed, but, once firmly established,
the te r ror is ts surv ive o f f o f the i r reputa t ion fo r
brutality. The repression and terrorism of Amerikan
fascism has been successful up to this point. Hie
violent assault on our leadership has set us back
tremendously, leaving those of the next generation
confused as to what role- i f any-they play in the
contemporary s t rugg le . Unfor tunate ly, many o f those
\dio seek clarification, do so from behind the walls of
Amerikan neo-plantations, after having also fallen
victim to the same governmental repression, terrorism,
a n d t r i c k s .

Today is the dawning of anew day, and anew attitude
has began to envelope the imprisoned masses. Anew
belief-same as the old belief-that the system must be

less than uprooted and destroyed: revolution. If
not, we will be destroyed and consumed by capitalism's
non-stop quest for accumulation. But the first step
into revolut ionary consciousness is to attack the
psychological complexes which have been keeping
from revolution in the first place. In other words:

but potent s ta tement is o f ten overused,
C o n c l u s i o n

T h e b o t t o m l i n e i s s i m p l e . T h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l
restrict ions on revolutionary poli t ical material are
in place for areason; to keep us from learning how to
go about securing our freedom and destroying the
system responsible for our lack of success in Amerika.
What Maroon pointed out is very true. The glue that
will hold us together is in our belief that
revolutionary change is necessary in order to survive
and that because the multitudes of oppressed people
cross color boundaries, those seeking revolution must

^	 o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e - r e g a r d l e s sor ra_iai, ethnic, or religious differences.

ihe institutional restrictions should give us an
incc:ntive to communicate, and share ideas, methods
end strategies. But before we can do any of that, we
have to force ourselves free of the mental restrain^;
And we can only do this by attacking those restraints
with coiniion sense, because the same format we applied
in destroying psychological "prestige", can be applî

n o

u s



F o r e v ; o r d in destroying physical "prestige"-since they are truly
o n e a n d t h e s a m e .

W'nat's the point in being apolitically conscious
you refuse your obl igat ion to teach

and/or lead, allowing the legacy of those who came
b e f o r e u s t o d i e ? !

A i n e r i l c a i s

I t i s, ^ c o o K K J n k n o w l e d g e t h a t d u r i n g c h a t t e l
slavery, enslaved Afrikans were forbidden to learn how
to read or write, because their slave-holders were
extr^ly fearful-and rightfully so-that these skills^uld facilitate rebellion, which would have disrupted
the continuous flow of endless profits into theirc o f f e r s .

p r i s o n e r , i f

approaching it's liraits-economically,
politically, and militarily. Attention must be brought
to this systan of social control, knoim as the Prison
Industrial Complex,
freed so they can
c o n r . i u n i t i e s .

Now, in contemporary times, on and within Afrikaa neo¬
p l a n t a t i o n s t h a t,	 .	 ,	 the b iggest pr ison indust r ia l
c^lex in the world-2.5 million-fear of rebellion

the same economic reasons. And in
ight of the fact that the above-method to repress and

ultimately thwart insurrections is no longer viable-
since Afrikans have acquired the basic and fundamental

reading and writing, and have achieved
the highest accolades that academia has to offer-the

replace this antiquatedmethod with anew system of censorship, in order to
control Oiat kind of material that comes into prisons,
and thus, the minds of the captive populace.

a r e

Polit ical: prisoners have to be
take their rightful places in our

for us... v;e are the nev; vanguard. The
responsibility is on us to push this thing through.
Those who came before us have sacrificed their freedom
and their lives. Don't call yourself arevolutionary
if you aren't ready and willing to do the

A s

s a m e .

This issue-prison censorship-isn't exclusive to
p a r t i cu l a r co u n t y o r

a n y
s tate. ' Wi th the repressive

tactics of D-O.C.s across the nation being elevated to
unprecedented levels, and conditions on the inside
becoming more unbeaî able, the collective temperature
of the captive po^xilace is steadily rising to:a quiet
boil, and political consciousness -is sprea
throughout prisons across Ainerika. It Is becoming-
appealing to the masses, and because of that
"omnipotent" administration'
put on full display.

^ke their ancestors, the neo-slave-owners know alJtw well that revolutionary knowledge/information in
inLir.	 ideas, philosopliies, perspectives.Ideologies, has the potential to have atransfonrative
^fect upon tne consciousness of their captives,
^refore, to prevent these prisoners of war from

motivated, inspired, and/or influenced
confront the syst̂  which oppresses and exploits themto the max, all said material is banned fcom
penetrating the walls and barbedwired fences
prisons, while simultaneously letting in a
ipelevant and mindless material. So as you
the me thods have changed,
remains the same-
the minds of the

m o r e

t h e
t o

sinsecurities are being

o t t h e
s e a o f

c a n s e e ,
bu t the end-goa l s t i l l

preventing rebellion by controlling-
m a s s e s .

îs paper is intended to spark not only dialogue, but
ho?	 i f you d i sag ree . W i th Geo rge ' sIp ridding ourselves of the complexes that deter ourbluepril?t on organiLtLS?

Lu f'̂ ^ework is created. Astructure is put inenough room for the modificLions
applicable to contemporary forms of struggle. As rauch

^h^ -^osponsibility of our past leadersshare their experiences and knowledge with us it isre.̂ nslbUity to seek their Spot aSd i-iiSthe foundation that they laid for

t o

' o n
u s .

Ibis r^nt is not to be intellectualized.s e i z e d ! I t i s t o b e



"Liberation does not come as agift from anybody; it
is seized by the masses with their own hands. And by
s e i z i n g i t , t h e y t h e m s e l v e s a r e t r a n s f o r m e d ;
confidence in their o\im strength soars, and they turn
t h e i r e n e r g y a n d t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e t o t h e t a s k o f
bui ld ing, governing, and deciding their own l ives for
themselves."(14)
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